[image: image1.jpg]



Media Release 

For immediate release: Monday 24 May 2010 
Chichester Peregrines produce evenly split brood of boys and girls
The celebrity pair of peregrines nesting on top of Chichester Cathedral and being filmed as part of the RSPB’s Date with Nature, have produced two girls and two boys.
This is the news from the ringing of the chicks, which was carried out by The Sussex Ornithological Society’s Graham Roberts last week, when the brood were about 20 days old. 
This is the first time an even clutch of boys and girls has been produced by the peregrines since the birds began breeding at the Cathedral in 2002. The largest, a female, weighed an impressive 800g, while the smallest male weighed only 560g.  
The Sussex Ornithological Society’s Graham Roberts, who conducted the ringing, said: "It's fantastic to have another brood of four healthy chicks.  Over the past nine years, a staggering total of 34 young has been raised in this nestbox."
The sex of the chicks is identified by measuring their feet, as female peregrines have bigger feet than males. The four new arrivals were given unique rings to identify them in the future. 

Chris Woolner, RSPB’s Date with Nature organiser, said: “Now the parents will be preparing their offspring for survival in the outside world and there’ll be lots for visitors to see as the chicks leave the safety of the nest and learn to fly and catch food.”

Nearly 10,000 people have visited the RSPB Date with Nature at the Cathedral since the project began at Easter. In a couple of weeks the charity will move out from the cafe and set up a viewing area on the front lawn.  Visitors will be able to use telescopes and binoculars to get close-up views of the chicks learning to fly.

Chris added: “Once we move outside you get some really exciting views of the birds flying above chasing each other and biting each other’s tail feathers.”

The Date with Nature project runs through to 4 July and as well as beaming live footage from the nest to a screen below, people can watch events unfold online at: http://www.rspb.org.uk/datewithnature/sites/chichester/
Ends

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact:
Sophie McCallum, RSPB South East media officer, t: 01273 763603

Notes to editors:

Chichester Cathedral is open every day and all year with free entry.  For more information about Chichester Cathedral call 01243 782595 or visit www.chichestercathedral.org.uk 

Project timeline:
End of March - Eggs laid.
Start of April - Camera switched on.

End of April - Eggs hatch usually over 1-3 days.

Mid May - Chicks are ringed.
2nd / 3rd Week in June - Chicks fledge and leave the nest. 
PEREGRINE FACTFILE

Peregrines are the fastest animal in the world, reaching speeds of around 180mph. The fastest peregrine was recorded in the Guinness Book of Records reaching 217mph.

Their name comes from the Latin peregrinus, meaning wanderer. They are among a very small group of species that can be found virtually in every continent in the world.

Peregrines are protected under UK law but have a history of persecution from man. Egg collecting, illegal hunting and the taking of the young for falconry have contributed to the peregrine’s vulnerability.

During the Second World War, peregrines were officially regarded as the enemy. They were shot down in their hundreds by the army to protect homing pigeons carrying important messages back from the front line. Out of a national population estimated at 700 pairs in the 1930s, about 600 peregrines, mostly in the south of the UK, were killed. There are now estimated to be around 1,400 breeding pairs.

The single biggest threat to peregrines came in 1950s, when a group of chemicals known as organochlorines became widely used in North American and European farming. Staunch campaigning from the RSPB and other organisations saw the use of these pesticides banned, and numbers slowly make a recovery.
