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exhibition of sculptural works from th
Kate Viner at Chichester Cathedral (until

31/08).

is a response to Resilience in Clay, an
e artist

The 2ine, like the exhibition, is a celebration of

human diversity and resilience, aiming to

explore different cultural values, and faiths,

and build connections.

Many of the contributions have been provided
by people who have sought refuge from
persecution based on conflict and religious,
social, and or ethnic discrimination.

These are their own words, images or
thoughts.
nank you from Chichester Cathedral









—

—

Blod) yuasall U@Ju.u.” (Q"-J‘SLU|9 O>31 ‘::|)1_>| d"_..o;bi Colsei o Jalas
dlael) CgAbﬂg ALyl dw)losg ducladl Hgisllg ‘ér!)l-"'-” JORCAT

slas3l Ll

lg39S (digrallg deloidb sLadl JSlino dg>lgo .‘}iSTQ el lglesl

(1o @lall Jaz dglne (9 Gebain lgisS cgaimall (9 e)line
Ja9l

OSJg Alaglly Lwlwsly L3l a3 of oSy deemballg dacliall ¢o)leSIl ol 320 «usllS

Slnally ol sommoll Gl JSlinall Gams (o Carasill b Bacluall lises LiSos
gl Baclunos (3o Lu202) (5936l dolaio @1 poiis Lalto 1okl Lilas J8> (0

dolho il (o Hhall lgybasl oyl

izl J1 pdssy (G lindl dalyad el 5l G LT
a'?.l.. ’! g;-h'.” ““\“l »’l" “’“.v,‘ "

9 Lo fepilesiwly agllbiwl o3 Hgixl Uolas|

LJ_9 ..)..X>J|9 u.c>|._\~_Q_]| L)lSu.uJL) oM ) )J..«M.«M.uu

2oy Lol dagall sl ag) Goyes 4511l
Jo3lg s1siw3l

Jid dpaill Go Sl JS lon Ols colall 9 a1 l939Sy Olg «Joliy Selydlly «padill Gle Oludl ez LiSay
08il93 (5325 dously Llaal @gaa) ()9S Vg Sl









We must look after our elders until
God is ready to look after them for us.

Where there is love, there is no

darkness.
You can’'t succeed on you own,

we must know our neighbours
and look after them. We can't be
.successful without sharing

Face life’'s problems with courage

and resilience. Be involved in the

community, be active in trying to

.make the world an better place eSarentree;
We are independent,
We are unbreakable,

We are Ukrainians.

The woods are lovely, the mountains are high,
the sea is tempting and the sunrise is warm.
But, | have a promise to keep, miles to 9o,
more woods to find, mountains to climb,
waters to swim in and sunrises to watch before | sleep,
because before | fall asleep | need to find home aqgain,
before | sleep | want to build home again.

WITHOVUT HOPE LIFE IS A PRISON,
NOT A PRESENT.



The situation for women’s and girls’ rights in Afghanistan has returned to how it was

two decades ago when the Taliban ruled and controlled the country, effectively
restricting progress on human rights, particularly women’s rights. Women’s rights
activists are referring to the situation in Afghanistan (and Iran among other countries)

as ‘gender-apartheid’.

The millions of women and girls that make up half the population of Afghanistan have
been deprived of their basic rights to education and work. The Taliban regime has
gradually removed women from society. First, just days after their takeover of power,
they deprived women of their rights to work, forcing them to stay at home. They closed
the doors of girls’ schools above grade 6, and made the veil and full hijab mandatory.
There is no country in the world where the basic human rights of women and girls are as

restricted by the ruling government as in Afghanistan.

It is a fact of tragedy that the Taliban de facto government has banned women and girls
from secondary and higher education, and altered curricula to focus more on religious
studies. In the 20th century, half of the population of a country, including millions of
teenage girls and women, were deprived of access to education, employment, and freedom

of movement in Afghanistan.

Despite huge challenges, Afghan women and girls had previously made steady advances
towards fulfilling their human rights. However, the situation has significantly
regressed to the pre-2002 period, and women are denied their fundamental rights and

freedoms, including the rights to education, work and freedom of movement.

Now, two decades later, women and girls are facing many restrictions by the Taliban
administration. Based on their ideology, they have banned women and girls from entering
amusement parks, public baths, gyms and sports clubs and working in non-government
organisations. Today, Afghanistan’s women and girls are regquired to adhere to a strict
dress code and are not permitted to travel more than 75 km without a mahram (male

companion).



Afghan women, girls’ rights erased
since Taliban return to power

antocoe

It is a bitter fact that women report feeling invisible, isolated and living in prison-like
conditions across the country. Most of them are unable to access basic support such as healthcare

and mental health support, in particular victims of violence, including sexual violence.

The Taliban administration has repeatedly boasted that their government is committed to ensuring
women’s rights in accordance with Islamic Sharia, but they have not provided more details about

which Islamic countries’ Sharia they are talking about.

It must be mentioned here that credible resources for Islam Sharia are the Holy Quran, the
Muslims' religious book, and Hadith, the Prophet Muhmmad (Peace be upon Him)'s sayings where
significance of seeking knowledge in Islam are highlighted for every Muslim man and woman. In the
Holy Quran, Allah (God) orders both men and women to increase their knowledge and condemns those

who are not educated.

In one hadith, the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon Him) said, "Seeking knowledge is obligatory
upon every Muslim." Unfortunately, these pure resources are being ignored by the Taliban
caretaker administration, and even senior Taliban’s figures are always trying to justify their
hardline stance and restrictions on women. Islamic countries worldwide have criticised them for
not providing details of theirlIslamic Sharia. I remember, during a TV interview with a senior
member of the Taliban, the presenter repeatedly asked him to enlighten the people of Afghanistan
on why Afghan girls are being deprived of an education - based on which Islamic Sharia? Then the
presenter adds, “Let me ask you like this: the Taliban follow which Islamic countries' law - for
instance Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Iran, Qatar, Indonesia or Malaysia -~ for banning female students
from going to schools and universities? The guest was unable to provide a convincing answer for

this question.

So under the Taliban administration women only have rights to eat and breathe inside their homes

and can’t leave the house for work purposes.

Senior Taliban’s figures are always trying to justify their hardline stance towards women. A book
by the group's "theorist" and influential chief justice was published in April 2022. The book -
called ‘"the Islamic Emirate and its System in Arabic language" - was approved by the Taliban
supreme leader, where we can see their hardline policy toward the women of Afghanistan. “A
woman's main place is the home, where she should stay out of others’ sight and raise children",
and ‘"if a girl is to receive education, this should happen through family members”, the decree
stated. It indicates a more hardline policy of the Taliban towards women in Afghanistan. This

makes the lives of female activists, including human rights, social activists , judges and

2

journalists, difficult.
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More recently they forced female TV presenters to wear masks while on screen.
Unfortunately, some Taliban advocates, who live in European and American countries,
voice their support for this stance of the Taliban that oppresses educated people,

especially women.

The group has justified the move, saying that it was mandatory in Islam. “This is not
our word, it is an order of God. Covering the face is a part of [Islamic] hijab,” said
Akef Mahajir, a spokesman at a Taliban ministry.

The Taliban administration, by issuing decrees, try to create and put more restrictions
on women in Afghanistan. Based on the Taliban leader’s decree, the head to toe hijab

’ o«

(veil) is obligatory for women.’ “For all dignified Afghan women, wearing hijab is
necessary and the best is Chador (Burka) which is part of our tradition and is
respectful and those women who are not too old or young must cover their faces, except

»

eyes’” the decree said.

The move evokes restrictions imposed during the Taliban’s 1996-2001 hardline rule. ‘Kot
leaving the home is the best form of observing the Islamic hijab’," the decree added.
Women’s rights have been systematically violated since the Taliban takeover. For
instance, the Ministry of Women’s Affairs (MoWA) has been replaced with the Ministry for
the Propagation of Virtue and Prevention of Vice, which issued restrictive and abusive
decrees on women’s and girls’ rights. Former female staff of the ministry, who protested

against these restrictions, were met with unlawful detention and violence.

In December 2022, in a letter signed by its acting minister, the Taliban's Higher
Education Ministry ordered all public and private educational institutions and
universities to suspend “with immediate effect" all female education until further
notice, based on a decision by the cabinet. It was like a nuclear bomb which targeted

half the Afghan population.

Previously, women attending universities were required to learn in gender-segregated
classrooms wearing head-to-toe coverings, among other restrictions. They faced
difficulties registering for classes and the national university entrance exam and, in
some instances, were denied entrance to university buildings, making higher education

almost impossible to access. Women were also barred from studying certain subjects.
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Male relatives would be responsible for any violations of the restrictions by women and
girls in their families, the Taliban said. This led to family members restricting the
rights of female relatives out of fear of reprisals by the Taliban authorities. The
Taliban cracked down on women who protested against these restrictions publicly or on
social media, including through beatings, arrests, unlawful detention and arrests of

family members.

In_an order issued on 24 December, the Taliban's Ministry of Economy instructed all
local and international non-governmental organisations (NGOs) operating in Afghanistan
to ask their female employees to stop coming to work "until further notice", warning
that failure to do so would result in their work permits being revoked."’Guidance is
given to suspend work of all female employees of national and international non-
governmental organisations," the order, said. According to the ministry, the decision
was taken because it had received serious complaints about many women not adhering to

the dress code imposed by the Taliban.

Continuation of the restriction on women's rights sends an unpleasant message to the new
generation of Afghans; and the restrictions are compounding the humanitarian and
economic disaster in Afghanistan that was prompted by the sharp cut-off of most foreign

aid after the Taliban takeover in August 2021.
Right now, the restrictions on women’s rights create two main gquestions for readers:

How are lone female parents supposed to feed, clothe and house their children?
Personally, it is hard to imagine and feel what it must be like to be a hopeless and
helpless woman in the current situation. Lone mothers must make tough decisions to
ensure their children survive, especially the women who lost their husbands either in
fighting against the Taliban or in a suicide attacks. They have to get a second or third
marriage as it is very difficult to feed their children alone. Fortunately, the majority
of them are being supported by their family members who are living either inside or
outside of Afghanistan. But some of them, who do not have supportive relatives, must

start begging or vendoring in the streets to feed and clothe their children.


https://twitter.com/economy_of/status/1606665129013248000
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Why have women been deprived of their rights?

From my point of view, these restrictions on women do not have any link with Islam
because seeking knowledge equally has already been endorsed by the Holy Quran and
Hadith. It appears to me that the Taliban de facto government is making an effort to use
these restrictions as political tools against the international community to make them
recognise their caretaker administration. No countries in the world have officially
recognised the Taliban government since August 2021. In response, Western countries
isolated the new regime, cutting development aid, freezing assets and maintaining
sanctions. Obviously, this obstinacy has negatively affected 36 million people and
international organisations have suspended their operations in Afghanistan.

In conclusion, we urge the international community to keep supporting the people of
Afghanistan, the majority of whom are not part of the Taliban government. They must
continue backing Afghan women by reaffirming their commitments and paving the way for
women to resume education and work. I would like to appeal to Western governments,
including the UK government , to put diplomatic pressure on the current government in
Afghanistan to desist from their gender-apartheid policies (a system of governance,
based on laws and/or policies, which imposes systematic segregation of women and men and
may also systematically exclude women from public spaces and spheres) and urge the
international community to continue trying to get humanitarian aid to the people who
have lost their civil liberties and employment and are not allowed to work to feed

themselves and their families.

W‘Q.
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with hammer

on a white cloth

& Te=d WALLA!! we make art.
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My MOBUHHI NIKAYBAaTUCS NPO

HaLLMX CTapLIvX 4O TUX MNIPs
nokn bor 6yae rotoBmi noabatn
NPO HUX 3a Hac.

By He MoXeTe AOCArTM yCnixXy CaMi,
MM MOBUHHI 3HATW CBOIX CyCIAIB
| AOTNSAATU 3@ HUMU. M He MOXeMO ByTu
YCMILWHUMMW, HE AINSYNCD.

Mw BIIbHI,
MU He3anexHIs CtaBTeCb A0 XUTTEBUX npobnem
MY>XHbO
Mwu He3namHil, -
Ta CTIMKO. bepiTb yyacTb y XUTTI CBO
Mu YkpaiHu! rpomMaau, byabte akKTUBHUMU Yy
crnpobax

3p06UTU CBIT KPaLLMM.

Jlicvi rapHI, ropvi BUCOKI,
MOpe CMOKYC/IMBE, a CXIA COHLUA Ternanu.
Ane a1 Mato TPUMaTK OBILAHKYs MPONTN MU,
3HaUTK B1nbLUe NICIBy NIAHATUCA B TOPU,
nepensivBTV OKEaHW | CroCcTepIraTty CBITAHKU repes CHOM,
TOMY LLIO NepLU HIXX 3aCHYTW, MeHI MOTPIOHO 3HOBY 3HAUTU AIM,
nepej CHOM S Xo4y 3HOBY nobyayBaTu AIM.

BE3 HAAII UTTA - B°A3HUlU 9,
HE cBITAUUS.
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If you would like to help fund our work, please visit
sanctuaryinchichester.org/donations/.

If you are able to donate monthly, it helps us to
plan and make sure that our work and
organisation is sustainable.

Find out about volunteering with us at
sanctuaryinchichester.org/volunteer.
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