
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORAL EVENSONG 

 
FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH 2025  

S U N D A Y  5 T H  O C T O B E R  20 2 5  

3 . 0 0 P M 



WELCOME  
 

 

This booklet contains all you will need to follow the service. Please ask a 

Steward if you would like a large-print copy. 

 

This service will be live-streamed and broadcast online via the Cathedral’s 

website, YouTube channel and Facebook pages. Typically, services are 

made available for up to 48 hours, however this period may be longer for 

special recordings. For further information, please contact:  

info@chichestercathedral.org.uk 

 

Photography, filming and audio recordings are not permitted during this 

service. Please ensure that mobile telephones are switched off or silenced. 

 

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use 

this, please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’.  

 

Parents and caregivers are reminded that children remain in their care 

throughout this service and must not be left unattended or to wander 

around the Cathedral by themselves. 

 

Toilets and baby-changing facilities can be accessed from the North 

Transept of the Cathedral. Children using these facilities must be 

accompanied by a parent or caregiver. 

 

In the event of an emergency please follow the direction of the Vergers and 

Stewards. 

 

www.chichestercathedral.org.uk 

  



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

 

Please stand as the procession enters.  

 

P R O C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N  

 

 
 

My song is love unknown, 

my Saviour’s love to me, 

love to the loveless shown, 

that they might lovely be. 

O, who am I, 

that for my sake 

my Lord should take 

frail flesh, and die? 

 

He came from his blest throne, 

salvation to bestow: 

but men made strange, and none 

the longed-for Christ would know. 

But O, my Friend, 

my Friend indeed, 

who at my need 

his life did spend! 

 

 



Sometimes they strew his way, 

and his sweet praises sing; 

resounding all the day 

hosannas to their King. 

Then ‘Crucify!’ 

is all their breath, 

and for his death 

they thirst and cry. 

 

They rise, and needs will have 

my dear Lord made away; 

a murderer they save, 

the Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful he 

to suffering goes, 

that he his foes 

from thence might free. 

 

Here might I stay and sing, 

no story so divine; 

never was love, dear King, 

never was grief like thine! 

This is my Friend, 

in whose sweet praise 

I all my days 

could gladly spend. 

 
NEH 86 

Samuel Crossman (1624-1683) 

Love Unknown 

John Ireland (1879-1962) 

 

 

 

 

  



W E L C O M E  

 

The Reverend Canon Vanessa Baron 

Treasurer 

 

 

 

Remain standing as the cantor and choir sing 

 

T H E  P R E C E S  A N D  R E S P O N S E S  

 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 

 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord’s Name be praised. 

 
The Book of Common Prayer Philip Moore (b. 1943) 

 

 

 

  



Please sit. The choir sings 

 

P S A L M  1 4 2  

 

I cried unto the Lord with my voice: yea, even unto the Lord did I 

make my supplication. 

I poured out my complaints before him: and shewed him of my 

trouble. 

When my spirit was in heaviness thou knewest my path: in the way 

wherein I walked have they privily laid a snare for me. 

I looked also upon my right hand: and saw there was no man that 

would know me. 

I had no place to flee unto: and no man cared for my soul. 

I cried unto thee, O Lord, and said: Thou art my hope, and my 

portion in the land of the living. 

Consider my complaint: for I am brought very low. 

O deliver me from my persecutors: for they are too strong for me. 

Bring my soul out of prison, that I may give thanks unto thy Name: 

which thing if thou wilt grant me, then shall the righteous resort 

unto my company. 

 

Please stand as the choir sings the Gloria: 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 

  



Please sit. 

 

T H E  O L D  T E S T A M E N T  L E S S O N  

 

Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the 

controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend 

with Israel.  

 

‘O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? 

Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and 

redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you 

Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King 

Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and 

what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving 

acts of the Lord.’  

 

‘With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God 

on high? Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a 

year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens 

of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 

transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ He has told 

you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 

God? 

 
Micah 6: 1-8 

 

 

  



Please stand. The choir sings the canticle 

 

M A G N I F I C A T  

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him, throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm;  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things,  

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 

 
Luke 1: 46-55 Charles Wood (1866-1926) in D 

 

 

  



Please sit. 

 

T H E  N E W  T E S T A M E N T  L E S S O N  

 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 

everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does 

not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was 

revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world 

so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved 

God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 

for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 

love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 

given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father 

has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world. God abides in those who 

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we 

have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 

abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 

may have boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is, so are 

we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 

fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 

reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those 

who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 

those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, 

cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we 

have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 

and sisters also. 

 
1 John 4: 7-end 

 

 

 

  



Please stand. The choir sings the canticle 

 

N U N C  D I M I T T I S  

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation;  

which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

to be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

 
Luke 2: 29-32 Charles Wood (1866-1926) in D 

 

 

 

  



Remain standing to say together 

 

T H E  A P O S T L E S ’  C R E E D  

 

All I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth: 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

He descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

The cantor and choir sing 

 

T H E  P R E C E S  A N D  R E S P O N S E S  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Please sit or kneel. 

 

 



Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name; 

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

And grant us thy salvation. 

 

O Lord, save The King. 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

O Lord, save thy people. 

And bless thine inheritance. 

 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

 



T H E  C O L L E C T S  
 

Compassionate God, 

who sent Jesus Christ 

to deliver us from all manner of injustices and inequalities: 

create in us new hearts and enlarged visions, 

to see the image of God in every person 

irrespective of background, race and ethnicity; 

may we be generous in our love of others 

as we work towards ending misunderstanding, racism and injustice, 

creating communities of human flourishing; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with thee, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, world without end. 

Choir: Amen.  

 

O God, from whom all holy desires, 

all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: 

give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 

and also that, by thee, 

we being defended from the fear of our enemies 

may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  

Choir: Amen. 

 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 

and by thy great mercy defend us 

from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Choir: Amen. 

 
The Book of Common Prayer Philip Moore (b. 1943) 

 

 

 



Please sit. The choir sings 

 

T H E  A N T H E M  

 

Turn back, O man, forswear thy foolish ways. 

Old now is earth, and none may count her days, 

yet thou, her child, whose head is crowned with flame, 

still wilt not hear thine inner God proclaim, 

‘Turn back, O man, forswear thy foolish ways.’ 

 

Earth might be fair and all men glad and wise. 

Age after age their tragic empires rise, 

built while they dream, and in that dreaming weep: 

would man but wake from out his haunted sleep, 

earth might be fair and all men glad and wise. 

 

Earth shall be fair, and all her people one: 

nor till that hour shall God’s whole will be done. 

Now, even now, once more from earth to sky, 

peals forth in joy man’s old undaunted cry: 

‘Earth shall be fair and all her folk be one!’

Clifford Bax (1886-1962) Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 

 

 

 

H O M I L Y  

 

The Bishop of Lewes 

The Right Reverend William Hazlewood 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 

T H E  P R A Y E R S  

 

Please sit or kneel. The Prayers conclude with the Grace: 
 

All The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

Please stand. 

 

H Y M N  
 

 
 

Amazing grace (how sweet the sound) 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

was blind, but now I see. 

 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed! 

 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 

I have already come: 

’tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 



 
 
 
 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures. 

 

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 

and mortal life shall cease: 

I shall possess, within the veil, 

a life of joy and peace. 

 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 

the sun forbear to shine; 

but God, who called me here below, 

will be forever mine. 

 

Common Praise 375 

John Newton (1725-1807) 

Amazing Grace 

American folk-hymn melody 

 

 

 

T H E  B L E S S I N G  

 

May God, whose glory is reflected in the lives of his saints, 

pour upon you the riches of his grace, 

and equip you and strengthen you to proclaim his word; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 

C L O S I N G  M U S I C  

 

P R E L U D E  I N  C  M A J O R  
B W V  5 4 5 I  

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 

 

Please remain standing as the procession departs. 

 

 

All are invited to join us for refreshments after the service, 

which will be served from the South Transept. 

 

 

 

D O N A T I O N S  

 

A retiring collection will be taken as you leave, which will support the mission 

and ministry of Chichester Cathedral. 

 

To make a cashless donation, you can: 

- scan this QR code 

- use the card readers offered by the Stewards 

to make a fixed £10 donation* 

- donate other amounts by card at one of the  

donation points located at the exit* 

- visit chichestercathedral.org.uk/donate 

 
* Please note that Gift Aid cannot be applied to contactless card payments. 
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