
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG 

 

sung by Winchester Cathedral Choir 

F R I D A Y  1 7 T H  J U L Y  2 0 2 6  

4 . 3 0 P M 
 



 
 
 
 

WELCOME  
 

This booklet contains all you will need to follow the service. Please ask a 

Steward if you would like a large-print copy. 
 

This service is taking place as part of the 2026 Southern Cathedrals Festival, 

and is sung by the boy choristers and lay clerks of Winchester Cathedral. 
 

This service will be live-streamed and broadcast online via the Cathedral’s 

website, YouTube channel and Facebook pages. Typically, services are 

made available for up to 48 hours, however this period may be longer for 

special recordings. For further information, please contact:  

info@chichestercathedral.org.uk 
 

Photography, filming and audio recordings are not permitted during this 

service. Please ensure that mobile telephones are switched off or silenced. 
 

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use 

this, please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’.  
 

At Chichester Cathedral, we want everyone to feel safe and cared for. If you 

have any concerns about safety or wellbeing, never leave with a worry. A 

member of the clergy, staff, or our Safeguarding Team will be happy to 

listen. You can contact our Safeguarding Officer on 07827 275670 or by 

emailing safeguarding@chichestercathedral.org.uk  
 

Parents and caregivers are reminded that children remain in their care 

throughout this service and must not be left unattended or to wander 

around the Cathedral by themselves. 
 

Toilets and baby-changing facilities can be accessed from the North 

Transept of the Cathedral. Children using these facilities must be 

accompanied by a parent or caregiver. 
 

In the event of an emergency please follow the direction of the Vergers and 

Stewards. 
 

www.chichestercathedral.org.uk 



 
 
 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

 

Please stand as the procession enters. 

 

 

The cantor and choir sing  

 

T H E  P R E C E S  A N D  R E S P O N S E S  

 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 

 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord’s Name be praised. 

 
The Book of Common Prayer Bernard Rose (1916-1996) 

 

 

 

W E L C O M E  

 

The Dean of Chichester 

The Very Reverend Dr Edward Dowler 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Please sit. The choir sings 

 

P S A L M  8 9 :  1 - 1 9  

 

My song shall be alway of the loving-kindness of the Lord: with my 

mouth will I ever be shewing thy truth from one generation to 

another. 

For I have said, Mercy shall be set up for ever: thy truth shalt thou 

stablish in the heavens. 

I have made a covenant with my chosen: I have sworn unto David my 

servant; 

Thy seed will I stablish for ever: and set up thy throne from one 

generation to another. 

O Lord, the very heavens shall praise thy wondrous works: and thy 

truth in the congregation of the saints. 

For who is he among the clouds: that shall be compared unto the Lord? 

And what is he among the gods: that shall be like unto the Lord? 

God is very greatly to be feared in the council of the saints: and to 

be had in reverence of all them that are round about him. 

O Lord God of hosts, who is like unto thee: thy truth, most mighty 

Lord, is on every side. 

Thou rulest the raging of the sea: thou stillest the waves thereof when 

they arise. 

Thou hast subdued Egypt, and destroyed it: thou hast scattered thine 

enemies abroad with thy mighty arm. 

The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine: thou hast laid the 

foundation of the round world, and all that therein is. 

Thou hast made the north and the south: Tabor and Hermon shall 

rejoice in thy Name. 

Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand. 

Righteousness and equity are the habitation of thy seat: mercy and 

truth shall go before thy face. 

Blessed is the people, O Lord, that can rejoice in thee: they shall walk 

in the light of thy countenance. 

Their delight shall be daily in thy Name: and in thy righteousness shall 

they make their boast. 



 
 
 
 

For thou art the glory of their strength: and in thy loving-kindness 

thou shalt lift up our horns. 

For the Lord is our defence: the Holy One of Israel is our King. 

 

Please stand as the choir sings the Gloria: 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 

 

 

 

Please sit. 

 

T H E  O L D  T E S T A M E N T  L E S S O N  

 

Then Job answered the Lord: ‘I know that you can do all things, and 

that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. “Who is this that hides 

counsel without knowledge?” Therefore I have uttered what I did not 

understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. 

“Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and you declare to me.” I 

had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; 

therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.’ 

 
Job 42: 1-6 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Please stand. The choir sings the canticle 

 

M A G N I F I C A T  

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  

and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him,  

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm;  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things,  

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  

as he promised to our forefathers,  

Abraham and his seed for ever. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 

 
Luke 1: 46-55 Joseph Twist (b. 1982), Winchester Service 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Please sit. 

 

T H E  N E W  T E S T A M E N T  L E S S O N  

 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 

He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you 

are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs 

that you do apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, 

‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without 

being born from above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone 

be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into 

the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell 

you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of 

water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born 

of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You 

must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and 

you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from 

or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ 

Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered 

him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand 

these things? 

 

‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 

we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told 

you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 

believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into 

heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 

Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may 

have eternal life.’ 

 
John 3: 1-15 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Please stand. The choir sings the canticle 

 

N U N C  D I M I T T I S  

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation;  

which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

to be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 
 

Luke 2: 29-32 Joseph Twist (b. 1982), Winchester Service) 

 



 
 
 
 

Remain standing to say together 

 

T H E  A P O S T L E S ’  C R E E D  

 

All I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth: 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

He descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

The cantor and choir sing 

 

T H E  P R E C E S  A N D  R E S P O N S E S  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Please sit or kneel. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name; 

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

And grant us thy salvation. 

 

O Lord, save The King. 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

O Lord, save thy people. 

And bless thine inheritance. 

 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

T H E  C O L L E C T S  

 

O God, who hast prepared for them that love thee 

such good things as pass man’s understanding: 

pour into our hearts such love toward thee, 

that we, loving thee above all things,  

may obtain thy promises, 

which exceed all that we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Choir: Amen.  

 

O God, from whom all holy desires, 

all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: 

give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 

and also that, by thee, 

we being defended from the fear of our enemies 

may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  

Choir: Amen. 

 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 

and by thy great mercy defend us 

from all perils and dangers of this night; 

for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Choir: Amen. 

 
The Book of Common Prayer Bernard Rose (1916-1996) 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Please sit. The choir sings 

 

T H E  A N T H E M  

 

Bring us, O Lord God, at our last awakening 

into the house and gate of heaven: 

to enter into that gate and dwell in that house, 

where there shall be no darkness nor dazzling, 

but one equal light; 

no noise nor silence, but one equal music; 

no fears nor hopes, but one equal possession; 

no ends nor beginnings, but one equal eternity; 

in the habitation of thy glory and dominion, 

world without end. Amen. 

 
John Donne (1572-1631) William H. Harris (1883-1973) 

 

 

 

 

T H E  P R A Y E R S  

 

Please sit or kneel. The Prayers conclude with the Grace: 
 

All The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore.  

Amen. 

 



 
 
 
 

Please stand. 

 

H Y M N  

 

 
 

Thou whose almighty word 

chaos and darkness heard, 

and took their flight; 

hear us, we humbly pray, 

and where the gospel day 

sheds not its glorious ray 

let there be light. 

 

Thou who didst come to bring 

on thy redeeming wing 

healing and sight, 

health to the sick in mind, 

sight to the inly blind, 

O now to all mankind 

let there be light. 

 

Spirit of truth and love, 

life-giving, holy Dove, 

speed forth thy flight; 

move o’er the waters’ face, 

bearing the lamp of grace, 

and in earth’s darkest place 

let there be light. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Blessèd and holy Three, 

glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might, 

boundless as ocean’s tide 

rolling in fullest pride, 

through the world far and wide 

let there be light. 

 

NEH 466 

John Marriott (1780-1825) 

Moscow 

Adapted from a tune by F. Giardini (1716-1796) 

in Madan’s Collection (1769) 

 

 

T H E  B L E S S I N G  

 

The peace of God,  

which passes all understanding,  

keep your hearts and minds  

in the knowledge and love of God,  

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 

 

C L O S I N G  M U S I C  

 

P A E A N  Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988) 

 

Please remain standing as the procession departs.  
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