
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
 

FOR EASTER DAY 

SUNDAY 31 S T  MARCH 2024  
3.00 P M  



 
 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
Built to the glory of God, the Cathedral is a living church that has been 
at the centre of life in Chichester for over nine centuries. We warmly 
welcome you to this service as we celebrate Our Lord’s Resurrection. 
 

This booklet contains all you will need to follow the service. Please ask 
a Steward if you would like a large-print copy of this booklet. 
 

This service will be live-streamed and broadcast online via the 
Cathedral’s website, YouTube channel and Facebook pages. Typically, 
services are made available for up to 48 hours, however this period 
may be longer for special recordings. For further information, please 
contact: info@chichestercathedral.org.uk 
 

The congregation are asked to note that photography, filming and 
audio recordings are not permitted during this service. Please ensure 
that mobile telephones are switched off or silenced. 
 

An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To 
use this, please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’. 
 

Toilets and baby-changing facilities can be accessed from the North 
Transept of the Cathedral. 
 

In the event of an emergency please follow the direction of the Vergers 
and Stewards. 
 

If you would like to learn more about our life here or would like to 
become more closely associated with our community, please make 
yourself known to a member of the clergy or visit our website: 
chichestercathedral.org.uk 
 

  



 
 
 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
Please stand as the procession enters. 
 
PROCESS IONAL HYM N  
 

 
 

The Day of Resurrection! 
earth, tell it out abroad; 

the Passover of gladness, 
the Passover of God! 

From death to life eternal, 
from earth unto the sky, 

our Christ hath brought us over 
with hymns of victory. 

 
Our hearts be pure from evil, 

that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal 

of resurrection-light; 
and, listening to his accents, 

may hear so calm and plain 
his own ‘All hail,’ and, hearing, 

may raise the victor strain. 



 
 
 
 

Now let the heavens be joyful, 
and earth her song begin, 

the round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein; 

let all things seen and unseen 
their notes of gladness blend, 

for Christ the Lord hath risen, 
our joy that hath no end. 

 
NEH 117 
St John of Damascus (c. 750) 
tr. J. M. Neale (1816-1866) 

Ellacombe 
Mainz Gesangbuch (1833) 

 
 
 
THE GENE RAL CONFE SS ION  
 
The minister invites the congregation to kneel and pray: 

 
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires 

of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things  

which we ought to have done,  
and we have done those things  

which we ought not to have done, 
and there is no health in us: 

  



 
 
 
 

but thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable 
offenders; 

spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults, 
restore thou them that are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind  

in Christ Jesu our Lord: 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name.  
Amen. 

 
 
The minister pronounces the Absolution: 

 
May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you 
pardon and remission of all your sins, 
time for amendment of life, 
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
Please stand. The cantor and choir sing 
 
THE PRE CES  

 
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 



 
 
 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s Name be praised. 

 
Humphrey Clucas (b. 1941) 

 
 
 
Please sit. The choir sings 

 
PS ALM 66:  1 -1 1  

 
O be joyful in God, all ye lands: 

sing praises unto the honour of his Name,  
make his praise to be glorious. 

Say unto God, O how wonderful art thou in thy works: 
through the greatness of thy power  
shall thine enemies be found liars unto thee. 

For all the world shall worship thee: 
sing of thee, and praise thy Name. 

O come hither, and behold the works of God: 
how wonderful he is in his doing toward the children of men. 

  



 
 
 
 

He turned the sea into dry land: 
so that they went through the water on foot;  
there did we rejoice thereof. 

He ruleth with his power for ever; his eyes behold the people: 
and such as will not believe shall not be able to exalt themselves. 

O praise our God, ye people: 
and make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

Who holdeth our soul in life: 
and suffereth not our feet to slip. 

For thou, O God, hast proved us: 
thou also hast tried us, like as silver is tried. 

Thou broughtest us into the snare: 
and laidest trouble upon our loins. 

Thou sufferedst men to ride over our heads: 
we went through fire and water, 
and thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place.  

 
Please stand. 

 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 
 
 
Please sit. 
  



 
 
 
 

THE OLD TESTAME NT LE SS ON  
 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by 
the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; 
it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, 
‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you 
know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say 
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the 
Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 
 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the 
breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is 
lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and 



 
 
 
 

you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the 
Lord.’  
 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

 
 
 

Please stand. The choir sings the canticle 
 
M AGNIF ICAT  

 
My soul doth magnify the Lord,  

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth  
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  
and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him,  
throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm;  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 



 
 
 
 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  
as he promised to our forefathers,  
Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
Luke 1: 46-55 Bryan Kelly (b. 1934) in C 

 
 
Please sit. 
 
 
THE NE W TES TAM ENT LESS ON  
 

On that same day, two of the disciples were going to a village 
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking 
with each other about all these things that had happened. While 
they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and 
went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognising him. 
And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other 
while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. Then one 
of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the 
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that 
have taken place there in these days?’ Jesus asked them, ‘What 
things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over 
to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped 
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it 
is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, 
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb 



 
 
 
 

early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, 
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of 
angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with 
us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; 
but they did not see Jesus.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how 
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah 
should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
 
As they came near the village to which they were going, he 
walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him 
strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and 
the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and 
they recognised Jesus; and he vanished from their sight. They 
said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while 
he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to 
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had 
happened on the road, and how he had been made known to 
them in the breaking of the bread. 

 
Luke 24: 13-35 

  



 
 
 
 

Please stand. The choir sings the canticle 
 
NUNC DIM ITTIS  

 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation; 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
Luke 2: 29-32 Bryan Kelly (b. 1934) in C 

 
 
 
Remain standing to say together 
 
THE APOS TLES ’  CREE D  

 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth: 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

He descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic Church; 
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
The cantor and choir sing 
 
THE RE SPONSE S  

 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray. 
 

Please sit or kneel. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

  



 
 
 
 

Our Father, 
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
Amen. 
 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
 
O Lord, save The King. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 
Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 
but only thou, O God. 
 
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

  



 
 
 
 

THE COLLE CTS  
 
Almighty God,  
who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ  
hast overcome death,  
and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life:  
we humbly beseech thee, 
that as by thy special grace preventing us 
thou dost put into our minds good desires, 
so by thy continual help we may bring the same to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world without end. 
Choir:  Amen. 
 
O God, from whom all holy desires, 
all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: 
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 
that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 
and also that, by thee, 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
Choir: Amen. 
 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Choir: Amen. 
 

Humphrey Clucas (b. 1941) 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Please sit. The choir sings 
 
THE ANTHEM  

 
Christ rising again from the dead now dieth not. 
Death from henceforth hath no power upon him. 
For in that he died, he died but once to put away sin; 
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 
And so likewise count yourselves dead unto sin, 
but living unto God in Christ Jesu our Lord. 
 
Christ is risen again, 
the first fruits of them that sleep. 
For seeing that by man came death, 
by man also cometh the resurrection of the dead; 
for as in Adam all men do die, 
so by Christ all men shall be restored to life. Alleluia. 

 
Romans 6: 9-11; 1 Corinthians 15: 20-22 Thomas Weelkes (1576-1623) 

 
 
 
THE INTE RCES S IONS  
 
Please sit or kneel. The Intercessions conclude with the Grace: 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. 
Amen. 

  



 
 
 
 

Please stand. 
 
 
HYM N 
 

 
 
The strife is o’er, the battle done; 
now is the Victor’s triumph won; 
O let the song of praise be sung. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst, 
and Jesus hath his foes dispersed; 
let shouts of praise and joy outburst. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
On the third morn he rose again 
glorious in majesty to reign; 
O let us swell the joyful strain. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
He brake the age-bound chains of hell; 
the bars from heaven’s high portals fell; 
let hymns of praise his triumph tell. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 



 
 
 
 

Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee 
from death’s dread sting thy servants free, 
that we may live, and sing to thee. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

NEH 119 
17th-century Latin 
tr. Francis Pott (1832-1909) 

Vulpius (Gelob’t sei Gott) 
Melody from Vulpius’ Gesangbuch (1609) 

Harmony by Henry Ley (1887-1962) 
 
 

 
 
THE BLE SS ING  

 
God, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy process to the South Transept, 
where the cantor and choir sing 
 
THE CLOS ING RE SPONSES  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

CLOS ING M US IC  
 

T O C C A T A  Timothy Ravalde (b. 1988) 
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We warmly welcome you to Chichester Cathedral today. 
 

In 2023 alone, Chichester Cathedral hosted over 1,150 services,  
attended by over 30,000 people. Over 250,000 visitors and pilgrims  

have entered our doors, experiencing the joyful music, history, 
art and community that has stood here for almost 950 years. 

 

However, this Cathedral does not receive regular funding 
from the government or the Church of England, 

relying on donations from generous supporters like you. 
 

Please help us to maintain this Cathedral for our community,  
and for future generations, by making a donation. 

You can do so in one of the following ways: 
 

In person 
Tap to donate at one of the donation points located at the exit. 

 
Online 

Simply scan the QR code below, or visit our website 
chichestercathedral.org.uk/donate 

 

 
 

By post  
Send a cheque/charity voucher made payable to ‘Chichester Cathedral’ to 

The Royal Chantry, Cathedral Cloisters, Chichester PO19 1PX. 
 

Thank you for your support. 
_____________________________________ 

 
Music is integral to our worship, if you are interested in hearing regular news 

about our Cathedral Choir and music please get in touch: 
communications@chichestercathedral.org.uk 


